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NONHUMAN RIGHTS PROJECT MAKES COVER OF NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE 
AS COURT CASES SEEK LEGAL RIGHTS FOR CHIMPANZEES 

 
April. 23, 2013 – New York, NY – The Nonhuman Rights Project (NhRP) and its continuing lawsuits 
seeking legal rights for four chimpanzees are the focus of The New York Times magazine's cover story 
this Sunday, April 27th. The article by Charles Siebert is already available online at 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/27/magazine/the-rights-of-man-and-beast.html . 
 
Siebert followed attorney Steven M. Wise last year as he prepared a series of groundbreaking lawsuits 
petitioning courts in New York State to recognize Tommy and three other chimpanzees as having the 
fundamental legal right to bodily liberty via a writ of habeas corpus. 
 
The article describes how Wise gained access to Tommy, who was being held in a dark shed at a used 
trailer lot. Another chimpanzee was being held at a private home, and two others at a research 
laboratory. 
 
The lawsuits, which were filed in December 2013, are based on scientific evidence proving that 
chimpanzees are self-aware and autonomous, and that these plaintiffs should be released to 
sanctuaries. The cases are currently making their way through the appellate courts. (Details on the 
current progress of each case can be found on the NhRP website here.) 
 
"We've been working to bring these cases for 25 years," said attorney Wise. "Charles Siebert's article 
captures the plight of these animals. They have highly complex levels of cognition, but the legal system 
still regards them as nothing more than people's property. That's what we're working to change." 
 
The Nonhuman Rights Project is currently preparing future lawsuits on behalf of other cognitively 
complex, autonomous animals – specifically elephants, orcas and dolphins, and other great apes.  
 
Video Op-Doc: Also on The New York Times website is a video by Oscar-winning documentarian D.A. 
Pennebaker and Chris Hegedus tracing the journey of Wise and his team as they prepare the cases. 
 
About the Nonhuman Rights Project: The NhRP is the first and only organization demanding that, based 
on scientific evidence, courts recognize the entitlement of certain nonhuman animals to such basic 
rights as bodily liberty.  
 
For more information on the Nonhuman Rights Project, please visit www.nonhumanrights.org.  
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